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WASHINGTON, DC (from www.lwv.org) — The League
of Women Voters of the United States held its 46th biennial na-
tional convention in June. More than seven hundred delegates
from 47 states, the District of Columbia and the Virgin Islands,
attended. The four-day gathering gave League members the
opportunity to celebrate the League’s accomplishments on civic
engagement, campaign finance and election reform and to dis-
cuss important policy issues.

“This Convention proved that the League remains a vi-
brant, grassroots organization,” stated Kay J. Maxwell, newly re-
elected LWVUS president. “We debated many of the critical is-
sues facing citizens across the nation, including civil liberties,
the death penalty, the ERA, No Child Left Behind and electronic
voting. As is the League’s long and storied tradition, a variety of
thoughtful perspectives were expressed through dialogue and
debate,” Maxwell added.

The Pew Partnership for Civic Change, a national civic
research organization, presented the League with their 2004
Civic Change Award. This is the first time that an organization,
rather than an individual, received the award. In making the an-
nouncement, Alma Powell, Pew Partnership’s national advisory
board chair and a past recipient, said, “The League of Women
Voters has made this country better for more than eight decades
... Its voice of wisdom and reason has raised the level of our
civic conversations and given future generations the tools to cre-
ate a better America.”

Additional highlights of the convention included a panel
discussion on “Balancing Civil Liberties and Homeland Security
in a Post- September 11th Age,” featuring representatives from
the 9/11 Commission, Georgetown University Law Center, the
Council on Foreign Relations and the Constitution Project; re-
marks by U.S. Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN), Chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee; and an enthusiastic ban-
guet address by famed White House correspondent Helen Tho-
mas.
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